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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE FOR GROWTH

What and why?

Cornwall has significant pockets of urban 
deprivation, including in all the towns 
chosen for the project. People living in 
these towns often struggle to access the 
adjacent coast and countryside, as many 
people don’t have access to a car and 
public transport links are limited. This 
increases the importance of quality urban 
green space for wellbeing, recreation and 
healthy living.

The project was conceived to provide 
better quality greenspace for local 
residents and to address the decline in 
urban wildlife. The project made 
substantial improvements to green 
spaces that were underused and lacking 
in biodiversity (mainly areas of mown 
grass with no paths, seating, etc). The 
spaces were all close to residential areas 
and aimed to encourage use by local 
residents and improve biodiversity. The 
project also aimed to encourage existing 
uses, such as responsible dog walking and 
sports to support healthy living.

There was also a focus on developing a 
range of best-practice maintenance 
techniques. These will support help to 
ensure the spaces continue to be looked 
after, encourage environmental growth 
and can be used on other public open 
spaces in Cornwall.

Knights Way Field, Redruth - BEFORE 

Knights Way Field, Redruth - AFTER

Location: 32 publicly owned urban green spaces across seven towns in Cornwall  (Redruth,  
Hayle, Penzance, Saltash, Camborne, Pool and Bude)

Partners:  Cornwall Council, University of Exeter, local community groups

Stakeholders:  Natural England, RSPB, Historic England, Town and Parish Councils, Disability 
Cornwall, National Trust and local interest groups
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LINK TO PRINCIPLES OF SUCCESSFUL 
INTERVENTIONS

• Quality of green space improving the 
quality of unattractive, neglected spaces 
has significantly changed their use by local 
communities.

• Dual approach of physical changes and 
social promotion

• Community engagement has been a key 
aspect of the project. Social engagement 
and social promotion activities took place 
in all areas.

LINK TO OTHER AGENDAS

This programme is linked to Cornwall’s 
Environmental Growth Strategy and contributes 
to Cornwall Council’s climate change action plan 
for promoting biodiversity, capturing carbon and 
encouraging people to get out into nature more.

The sites will be routinely maintained through 
Cornwall Council’s existing annual public open 
space maintenance programme. The local 
authority will benefit economically as sites 
require less intensive maintenance (twice yearly 
cuts of wildflower meadows compared to 8 cuts a 
year for grass).

Activities:
The design phase of the project took advice 
from bodies such as Disability Cornwall and 
local community groups, ensuring socially 
inclusive access for all. This resulted in better 
entrances, more path networks and seating 
as well as provision of information boards.

Activities included introducing new plants, 
wildflower meadows, trees, orchards, 
pollinator friendly flower beds and creating 
hedges and ponds.  

Public engagement has been at the heart of 
the approach. Social engagement and social 
promotion activities took place in all areas 
(such as picnic and paint workshops, bulb 
planting, bug hotel building, seed bomb 
making and volunteering planting). In all, 152 
consultation and engagement events were 
hosted over the 3 year project. Community 
partnership s were developed for both the 
initial work and for ongoing maintenance

The University of Exeter provided expert 
guidance to the project, using the sites to 
gather data and providing management plans 
for their upkeep.

Outcomes:
In total, 32 wildlife and pollinator-friendly 
areas across seven Cornish towns have been 
upgraded, covering a total of 40 hectares - an 
area equivalent to 40 rugby pitches. Local 
communities are delighted with the 
improved spaces and usage has increased.

By creating wildflower meadows more 
natural habitat for bees, trees, bugs and 
hedgehogs have been created. The green 
spaces have provided pollinator habitat, 
shade, valuable flood protection and 
pollution control as well as making them 
more attractive and interesting places to 
relax and spend time.

In September 2019, Green Infrastructure for 
Growth was the overall winner at the BIG 
Biodiversity Challenge awards hosted by 
CIRIA (Construction Industry Research and 
Innovation Association) for going above and 
beyond what is expected, creating extensive 
benefits to biodiversity and being viewed by 
the judges as being highly replicable.

This case study is a part of Making the most of 
green space for people’s health
Further information and resources: 

https://beyondgreenspace.net/making-the-most/

For more information see  www.cornwall.gov.uk/GI4G
Green Infrastructure for Growth funders and partners -

https://beyondgreenspace.net/making-the-most/
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/GI4G

